
Hi Mike, Erin, and Ashley! 
  
Thank you so much for helping the YSU Student Government with sponsoring HackYSU 2015, 
Youngstown State University’s first hackathon! We hope you and the YSU Student Government 
were as excited to be a part of it as we were to put the event together! 
  
We are very proud of this year's HackYSU. Over the weekend of April 17th-19th we housed 
hackers from over 5 different schools (including one from Canada!) in YSU's Meshel Hall. They 
formed teams to try to create a tech project in less than 36 hours. We fed them 6 meals and 
snacks in house, all from local vendors, to make sure that they could focus 100% on their 
projects. 
  
HackYSU had more than one professional hardware/software developer mentor for every five 
hackers. They were available to help with projects over the course of the weekend - and help 
they did! 70% of hackers said that they had received help from a mentor at some point during 
the event. 
  
We also had 3D printers from 3D Systems and cutting edge hardware like the Oculus Rift and 
Leap Motion available for students to hack on from Major League Hacking. 
  
13 amazing projects (all made in 36 hours) demoed at the end of the event, many of which were 
built using hardware, software, and programming languages the hackers had never used 
before. 
  
In a survey held by Turning Technologies during the ending ceremony, 98% of respondents said 
they learned something new. That's absolutely phenomenal! 
  
The event was covered by multiple media outlets, and was so successful that the team behind 
the event was invited by the YSU STEM College and CSIS Department to come back and do it 
again bigger, better next spring! 
  
The HackYSU staff enjoyed thanking the YSU Student Government during HackYSU’s opening 
and ending ceremony and wearing and distributing HackYSU t-shirts with the YSU Student 
Government’s logo on our backs. 
  
We plan on keeping the logos of all our wonderful sponsors up on the HackYSU site until we 
begin planning next year's event. 
  
Your feedback on your experience as a HackYSU sponsor is super important to us. We want to 
make sure our sponsors feel like they got value out of their sponsorship - whether that’s brand 
visibility, product feedback, or help hiring quality interns, we want to help maximize the return 
our sponsors see out of their partnership with HackYSU. Please let me know if you have any 
questions, suggestions, or requests - since this was our first event we know there were growing 
pains, we know there is a lot that we can and will do to improve the experience of our sponsors 
and everyone else involved at HackYSU. 
  
Hope you and the YSU Student Government consider getting involved with HackYSU next year 
as well! We invite you to register to our new 2016 mailing list at http://hackysu.com/ to be the 
first we reach out to when we begin planning next year event! 
  

http://hackysu.com/


Until then, check out these amazing photos of HackYSU 2015, kindly commissioned by Major 
League Hacking, 
athttps://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.916706878379991.1073741965.5918587208648
10&type=3 . MLH has kindly given anyone permission to use their watermarked photos for 
whatever they want, including our sponsors. 
  
Again, thank you so much for your sponsorship - the YSU Student Government was the first 
organization to voice their support and put up sponsorship money for the event. Without the 
Student Government’s support, HackYSU 2015 would have never happened. Thank you for 
helping us feed hackers, inspire minds, and get students, YSU faculty, and our mentors excited 
about technology and learning! 
  
See you next year! 
~Joe Duncko 
Director of HackYSU Spring 2015 
~Anthony DeRose 
Co-director 
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